
Presenting Reverend Gary Long 

 

- About Rev. Long -  

Background and Education 
Gary Long was born and raised in Whiteville, NC, and completed high school in Sanford, 
NC. He graduated from Campbell University (‘95) with an undergraduate degree in 
Religion and Philosophy. He then attended Baptist Theological Seminary at Richmond, 
VA (‘99), earning a Master of Divinity degree.  

 
Experience 
Gary was licensed and ordained to the ministry by Liberty Baptist Church in 1996. He 
has impressive experience in ministry having served as Associate Pastor and Senior 
Pastor at several churches around the country. He is also an experienced pastoral 
writer; he was a regular contributor to the Houston Chronicle Religion Blogs and 
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship column Long Story Short, in addition to writing 
curriculum for BaptistWay Bible Study Series. Gary served with our very own Tracie 
Jernigan at Willow Meadows Baptist Church in Houston, TX, from 2004 - 2009, where 
they had great fun providing creative worship experiences. Gary is currently a local 
small business owner. He has attended and preached at The Summit. 
 

Family 
He married Traci Butler Long of Lexington, KY, in 1989. She has degrees from Campbell 
University and George Washington University. Traci currently practices as a Physician's 
Assistant at Current Dermatology in Sylva.  Gary and Traci have three children: Audrey 
(26, film producer in Austin, TX), Caleb (19, attending SCC), and Maci (16, rising SMHS 
junior). The Long family moved to Cullowhee in 2012. 
 

- Please continue to Page 2 for more important information about  
The Summit’s pastoral transition - 



- Key Dates -  
We hope our church family will be 

present as we complete the pastoral 
transition and welcome our new Senior 
Pastor and his family to The Summit.  

 
July 9, 2017 | Rev. Long Announced 

as Senior Pastor Candidate 
 

August 9, 2017 | Candidate Meet & 
Greet 

6:00-7:30 p.m., 
 Pavilion @ Cullowhee Rec Center 
Rev. Long and his family will be 

welcomed at a social to introduce 
themselves, ask and answer questions, 
and begin to better know The Summit 
and its members. All are invited; light 

refreshments will be served.  
 

August 13, 2017 | Rev. Long 
Presented to Congregation 

10:00 a.m. - Meet & Greet 
11:00 a.m. - Worship & Preaching 
12:00 p.m. - Congregational Vote  

 
August 27, 2017 | Rev. T. Thomas’ 

Last Sunday 
10:00 a.m. - Farewell Breakfast 

Please join us in thanking T for his 
service to the church this past year!  

 
September 10, 2017 | Rev. Long’s 

First Sunday 
Rev. Long begins as Senior Pastor. A 
fellowship lunch celebrating our new 

Pastor and The Summit’s 12th birthday 
will follow worship.  

 
 
 

- Letter from the  
Pastor Search Team -  

 
Dear Summit Family,  
 
Thank you for trusting us with the future 
of our beloved Summit Church. We have 
all taken our Pastor Search Team (PST) 
positions seriously and want nothing but 
the best for our congregation and 
church. Over the past year, PST spent 
hours preparing materials, poring over 
resumes from around the world, 
contacting and interviewing potential 
candidates.  
 
Although we cast a wide global net for 
candidates, we believe we have found 
the perfect fit for our next Senior Pastor 
in our own backyard. Rev. Gary Long has 
attended The Summit, served as a guest 
speaker, and his daughter Maci provided 
a Ministry Moment in 2015. We believe 
Gary understands and appreciates The 
Summit’s uniqueness and will help us 
continue with our mission to love God, 
each other, and our community.  
 
We feel confident that The Summit will 
thrive under Gary’s leadership and 
continue to grow as a strong church 
family. Please join us in welcoming Rev. 
Long and his family.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
PST - Linda Davenport (chair), Amanda 
Allen, Adam Blythe, Gary Melton, Chris 
Pressley, Grace Pressley, Ray Tompkins  
 


